THE KONUNG OF WHITE WALLS

he summoned Sveneld by his name David, and bade
him swear to guard White Walls and the Princess
Theophano, his godmother, with the other half of the
Varangs. So very joyfully Sveneld swore to do this,
and Theophano said nothing and looked at no one.
Then Bracislav said: 'And in token of my faith and
trust in you I give you to wife my sister Volodara, and
married you shall be this day that is coming.' Then
Theophano looked up and round very softly, and very
thinly glanced from under her eyelids at Volodara.
But Volodara still looked in front of her with her
blank, blue-grey eyes. And Sveneld began to say that
the honour was too great for him, and then he thought
better of it and humbly thanked Prince Bracislav, and
then stood up and went over to the bride and took her
unsmiling face between his hands and kissed her.
Everyoneshouted for quite a long time, and at the end
of it Volodara reached forward to the table and took
one of the little loaves of white bread and dipped it
first in honey and then in salt, and broke it and took
half herself and gave the other half to Sveneld, who
ate it with a rather dry mouth. He did not know, but
feared, what it meant. Theophano was watching them
now with her eyes wide open and her mouth too, but
so was everyone else. Then Sveneld went back to his
place and spent the rest of the evening discussing
with Ingolf which of the Varangs he should take and
which should be left in White Walls.

Before they went, the Prince called Sveneld up
again and told him he should have the river tower of
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